
CC?RRESPONDENCE 

Suppressing dissent? journals, likc scientific researchers, ca” 
make mistakes. and it is the sum of all 
these sw~esses and failures that deter- 

SIK - The debate (F. Mi Menger and (Proc. “11,“. Atad. Sci. U. S. A. 86. mines the general coursc of thc advance 
A. Haim. Norure 359, 666; 1992: R. X595-8599; 1989) eneouraging simul- of seience. As well as publicizing the 
Breslow, 360. 23; 1992; R. L. Schower taneous publication of thc criticism by most important scientific discoveries 
36V. 506; 1992) conceming the meriu Bancel d al. (Proc. rram. Acrrd. Sri Cl. published i” Narwe, yo” should also 
and rcfereeing of a communication to a S. A. 86, %O&&Xll; 1989) of his ow” admit to the errors yo” have made in 
leading periodical (Journnl of rhe Amer- work. rejecting important papers that went o” 
kan CItemica/ Soc&ry or JACS) de- RamSeshadrl to influente and sI,+ their disciplines. 
serves. in my opinion. further bricf eom- Indian Instituf: ofSc;ence. In some cases thzir öuthors reccived the 
ment. Bangdore 560 012, India Nobel prize. 

First, it has not txe” explicitly rccog (1) In 1981, Norure njected a paper by 
nized that communúations (or letters) to 
leading journa~s (for the physical and UK research 

the British biochemist Robert H. Michell 
on signalling reaction hy hormones. This 

biological sciences, Physical Review Ler- papa has sincc been cited more than 
lerr, Science, Nalure and IACS is a SIR - The numerical value of many 1,m times. 
sensible if incomplete listing) are consi- statistical fwctions changes with sampte (2) In June 1937, Nature rejected Hans 
dered as a working definido” of leading cIass boundaries. ‘Ihus the improvement Krebs’s tettcr describing the eitric acid 
rcsearch in thcse arcas and as a starting in British university rcsearch that David cycle. Krebs won the 1953 Nobel prizc in 
point for further studies. As such, com- Dickson (Narure 360, Mo; 1992) inferred physiology or medicine for this dis- 
munications (or Ietters) have, in addition from the figures released hy the Univer- covcry. 
lo the usual attention and refcrceing, a sities Funding Cnuncil may hc real but it (3) Nalure initially rejccted a paper on 
spaial obligatio” to be rcflective, aca- may he a” artefact of dcpartmcntal clo- work for which Harmut Michel won the 
ratc and complete. sures, mergcrs and sctective inclusio” of 1988 Nobel prize for chemistry; it has 

Second, of the four periodicals tisted staff in dcpanmental figures. It is Iíkely bce” identificd hy the Insthute for Scien- 
above, IACS only docs not providc a that the three-year pcriod since the pre- tific Information as a corc document and 
forum (correspondence or comments) vious asessment is tao short to measure widely cited. 
for a” ope” discussion of possible errors any r&l improvement in active research, (4) A paper by Michael J. Berridge, 
in analysis or interpretado”. Regardtess given the time-lags bctween grant ap- rejected in 1983 by Nature, ranks at 
of the merits of the wmmunieation in ptications and conctuYon of research and numbcr 275 in a tist of the most-cited 
question or the subsequent corrcspond- bctween rescarch and final puhlication. papcrs of rll time. It has bcen cited more 
ence, the dcliberation offered in Noture Much of the documented improvement tha” 1,900 times. 
should have rightfully appcared in eould rcfleet a grcatcr time spcnt in Jw MlgudCampaark 
JACS; it would bc sensible for that writing papers and grant applications GwPodeCiertcia Cognitiva. 
pcriodical immediately lo take steps fo with a conscquent dccrease in the time DePmtamentodeFisica, 
provide such a medium for exchange of employed in active rcscarch. If so, the Universidad de Alcalá. 
views. data may cuneeal a” actual decline in the 28871 Alcald de Henares. 
lhemas 1. Kiste”mach« amount and quality of currcnt research. Madrid. Spain 
8loomberg Cenrer nte view that the quality of UK “ni- 

for Physics and Astmnomy, venity science research has improved is 
Johns tlopkins University at odds with the recently repated de- Alexander Bain 
8aJtlmore. Maryland 21218, USA cline i” the “ational sciencc citation 

rccord. In my opinion. we cttrrently have SIR ~ It was good to scc Alexander 
SIR - Surety the time has come lo insufficient data to draw rcliablc mnclu- Bain mentioned in the commemorative 
institute a” intemational ende of ethics sions on devclopments in UK sciencc Commentary by 1. L. Heilbron and W. 
.for referees? Some societies (including rescarch. F. Bynum (Nature 361, 9-12; 1993). 
thc Ameritan Chemical Society) havc Jan AlaawIw However, hi 1843 patent was of more 
their ow” :ethicat guidelines’, and most fkparlment of Geology, stgnificana than just being a description 

-~~~ joumals have ‘instrwtions for authors’. Univerdyof Wales. of his “premature” invention of a tele- 
But would it not hc possible for editors W 8ox 914, graphic fax machine. It was almost cer- 
of majo1 xientific joumals to agrcc to a Cardiff CFI 3YE, UK tainly the fírst publication proposing the 
common set of principtes that woutd important principie of scanning an image 
serve as general guidelines for referees, to enable it to be transmitted electrical- 
irrespective of the scicntific research Not in ouc Nafure ly. As such it was the precursor of many 
field? important rientific techniques as well 
1. F. macl<eray SIR - Scveral Nünrre issucs have co”- as, of ccurse, television technology. 
Depamrlent 0f Palaeontology tained advertisements mcntioning somc Incidentally Ba¡” dicd. at the age of 67 

and PalaeoenvMonmental Studies. of the important scicntific discoveries and in “ear penury, in 1877 not 1903. 
Transvaal Museum. orginally publishcd in Nature, among Dmmls MeMullan 
Po 60x 413. them Dxwin’s thcory of natural selec- Deparimenf of Physics. 
Pretoria. South Africa tion, the first rocket, Watson and Crick’s Unirersity of Cambridge. 

DNA double hetix, the “roduction of Mmbrld@ C63 OH.5 UU 
SIR ~ I have read with intercst the 
article by Haim and Menger and the 
reply by Breslow. i am surprised hy what 
wem to be attempts at suppressing dis- 

” action that becomes neither the 
i”vo,“ed “0, thei, pos&,ns. 1” 

lt cnntrast is the case of Pauling 

monatonal antibodies aid male de- 
velopment of chromosomally female 
micc 

1 undcrstand that xiencc is a commer- 
ciat activity and that scientific journats, 
keystones in the edificc of science, must 
compete to attract readen. But scientiftc 

w me Alexander Bain tio died i” 1903 was 
the philosopher and togician. 

“arkws readers have poinled O”t Natwe’s 
error in identifying the subject of Gillray’s 
catoo” on the cover of the 7 January 1993 
iwe as Lavoisier rather tha” HUmDhrey 
mw. 0 
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