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1. MODULE DESCRIPTION
The purpose of this course is to help participants to improve their academic writing and
rhetorical abilities in their chosen field of study by focusing on the research project
through experience in various rhetorical modes and using a process of drafting and
revising.

2. AIMS
Generic competences:
-

Provide an understanding of writing as a form of inquiry to discover and create new
knowledge.
To enable participants to make principled decisions on writing in response to
appropriate audiences and purposes.
To create a greater awareness of the expectations of the reader of academic
papers as regards style, the structuring of information and expressions signalling
organisation and the logic of reasoning.

Specific competences:
On completion of the course, participants will be expected to be able to:
- Use different techniques for generating ideas.
- Write coherently and according to established academic conventions.
- Arguing logically and supporting arguments.
- Recognize and use patterns of organization to structure research papers.
- Use source material.
- Make appropriate references according to standardized guidelines.
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3. MODULE CONTENTS
Hours

Units
•
1. Characteristics of the research paper.

•
•

2. Types of research and research papers.

•
•

3. Writing a research paper. Rhetorical moves and
their linguistic realizations.
•
•
4. Using source material.

•
•

5. Referencing and creating a bibliography.

6. Writing your research project.

•
•

2 hours of class
sessions
10 hours of
independent work
2 hours of class
sessions
10 hours of
independent work
4 hours of class
sessions
10 hours of
independent work
2 hours of class
sessions
10 hours of
independent work
2 hours of class
sessions
10 hours of
independent work
38 hours of
independent work

Class timetable
This course will be taught through class-contact sessions, although the course
materials to prepare for the course will be available on-line on the Blackboard platform.
There will be a total of 12 hours of class contact, distributed into four 3-hour sessions,
where students will be expected to debate, present and work on practical tasks.
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4. TEACHING AND LEARNING METHODS
4.1. Student workload (100 hours)
Class-contact hours

12

Readings

26

Assignments

22

Final paper

40

4.2. Learning activities
Course time is devoted to group work, class discussions, demonstrations, workshop
tasks, readings and critical thinking and writing. The course will focus on analysing
written texts and carrying out tasks to get acquainted with research techniques and
recognizing the characteristics of the research paper, as well as elaborating
bibliographical references.

5. ASSESSMENT
The assessment of the programme will be based on a combination of participation,
tasks and a final research paper:
-

Attendance and active participation: 20%
Tasks: 40%
Final research paper: 40%

Should a student, for some reason, need to opt for final assessment, s/he will have to
ask for permission in writing to the director of the program of study. If permission is
granted, the tasks, the final paper and some extra work on the readings assigned for
the course (e.g. questionnaires on the main contents) will constitute the totality of the
mark (100%).
Students’ work will be valued against the following criteria:
• Showing familiarity with the contents covered in the compulsory readings.
• Showing familiarity with the different methods to make reference to the sources
used for a given research paper.
• Writing coherently and in accordance with the conventions of the academic genre.
• Showing ability to apply critical thinking skills when analyzing source material.
• Ability to construct effective argument and recognize flawed reasoning.
Important notice: Originality in all assignments is an essential requirement. If any part
of the assignments or the final paper is copied or plagiarized, the piece of work will be
immediately failed and no re-writing will be possible.
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There is a 3rd edition (2012) also available at the library.
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Writefix: The Argument and Opinion Essay Writing Site
http://writefix.com/
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