
Job offer for a digital soil mapping specialist at 
ISRIC — World Soil Information 

ISRIC — World Soil Information (www.isric.org) has a mission to serve the international 
community with information about the world’s soil resources to help address major global 
issues. We are the International Council for Science (ICSU) accredited World Data Centre for 
Soils (WDC-Soils) since 1989 and host the World Soil Museum. In partnership, we operate in 
four priority areas: (i) standard setting for soil information; (ii) production and serving of spatial 
soil information products; (iii) education and capacity building; and (iv) development of derived 
products for specific user groups. ISRIC is an independent foundation located at the 
Wageningen Campus and has a strategic cooperation agreement with Wageningen University 
and Research (WUR). We are an equal opportunity employer and value diversity at our 
company. We do not discriminate on the basis of race, religion, colour, national origin, gender, 
sexual orientation, age, marital status, or disability status. 

Job description 

Are you an enthusiastic digital soil mapping specialist with extensive experience in GIS? Then 
you are welcome to become part of our mapping team and contribute to the following 
activities: 

• development of spatial information products characterising soil and land 
qualities, such as used for soil organic carbon sequestration inventories, soil 
fertility assessments and sustainable land management; these products are 
derived from available soil information (e.g. WoSIS and SoilGrids) and remote 
sensing data, using a diversity of modelling approaches; 

• publication of developed methods and resulting products in peer reviewed 
scientific and professional journals; 

• liaise with internal and external specialists for the development of these 
products; the mapping team actively engages in a co-creation process with 
users and clients to develop these products and to evaluate their quality and 
accuracy; 

• development of SoilGrids (www.soilgrids.org). 

We ask: 

The ideal candidate for this position: 

• has a PhD degree (or equivalent experience) in soil science or a related 
discipline and has an adequate publication record; 

• has expertise in spatial statistics and/or machine learning; 
• has experience in the R language for statistical computing; 
• has experience with open-source (spatial) database software (e.g. 

PostgreSQL), GIS software and cloud-computing; 
• has (some) experience in big (earth) data processing; 
• has a strong sense for innovation; 
• is a pleasant and intrinsically motivated colleague who takes initiatives; 
• is a teammate and has excellent communication skills; 
• has a good command of English and preferably working knowledge of French, 

Spanish and/or Dutch. 

 



We offer: 

• a full-time position on a temporary basis for a period of 3 years, leading to a 
permanent position after positive evaluation; a part-time assignment of 4 days 
per week is negotiable; 

• a challenging and international working environment with a diverse, 
experienced and motivated team at a renowned institute in the field of soil 
information; while working at ISRIC you have ample possibilities to engage 
with WUR researchers and their projects; 

• the possibility to cooperate with external colleagues and users of our products 
from across the world; 

• further development of your technical or personal skills, because we believe 
lifetime learning is important; 

• active assistance to find adequate housing and children’s schooling in or around 
Wageningen. 

• a salary depending on knowledge and experience with a minimum of € 3475,- 
and a maximum of €5405,- gross per month (Dutch university pay scale 
11/12), based on full-time (38 hours per week) employment. 

Other information 

The position is open from May 1, 2018. An assessment may be part of the recruitment 
procedure. Applicants with non-Dutch citizenship may qualify for a tax reduction for several 
years under the Dutch law for highly skilled migrants. 

For more information contact: 

Rik van den Bosch, Director. 

rik.vandenbosch@wur.nl 

+31 (0)317481713 

Application:  

You can apply for this job before May 15, 2018 by uploading your application including résumé 
at http://www.wageningenur.nl/en/Jobs/Vacancies.htm. 

Please do not send your application directly to Rik van den Bosch. 

	


